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PLANTS TO READ ABOUT

Rattlesnake prayer plant: wavy leaves with dark spots

Narrow, wavy leaves with alternating large and small spots make this prayer plant distinctive. Burgundy undersides
complement the pattern as the leaves change position throughout the day.

Al-created scene based on the original shop photo. Size reference: 17 cm pot - 60-70 cm. Decoration is not included; this is not a
product photograph to scale.

Grow with knowledge.

A collection for observation and reference. Detailed explanations to help you make care decisions suited to your
plant and its position.

Issue September 2026
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PLANT PORTRAIT

Goeppertiainsignis

Rattlesnake prayer plant: wavy leaves with dark spots

Narrow, wavy leaves with alternating large and small spots make this prayer plant distinctive. Burgundy undersides
complement the pattern as the leaves change position throughout the day.

P
iadid

Al-created scene based on the original shop photo. Size reference: 17 cm pot - 60-70 cm. Decoration is not included; this is not a
product photograph to scale.

Botanical identification Goeppertia insignis

Family Marantaceae

Origin South-eastern Brazil

Delivery size 17 cm pot - 60-70 cm

Growth and distinctive Spreading clump-forming foliage perennial with long wavy leaves and purple
feature undersides
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Care at aglance

Observe, check and adapt care to the position and season. This table provides guidance for everyday practice.

What to do

Why it helps

Light

Water

Compost

Feed

Climate

Humidity

Leaves

Checks

Bright to partially shaded position with
indirect light.

Keep the root ball evenly slightly moist,
allowing the surface to dry a little.

Loose, humus-rich mixture with good
drainage.

Feed sparingly during growth
according to the product instructions.

Even warmth, with around 18-24 °C as
a guide.

Higher humidity and gentle air
exchange.

Water the compost and dust foliage
carefully.

Check the root ball and inspect
undersides when leaves turn yellow.
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Avoid hot full sun and corners without
light.

Remove excess water; do not give a
completely dry rest.

Moist roots still need air.

Consider salt build-up and existing
fertiliser.

Avoid cold draughts and large
temperature swings.

Pay particular attention during dry periods

caused by heating.

Do not flatten the wavy edges or bend
them unnecessarily.

Too little and too much water can cause
similar symptoms.
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Knowledge that grows

A pattern of waves and spots

Goeppertia insignis is known under the trade name Calathea lancifolia. Its long, narrow leaf blades have distinctly
wavy edges. Dark-green oval spots of alternating sizes sit along the midrib on a pale-green background. The
undersides show strong purple to burgundy tones. The English name Rattlesnake Plant refers to the pattern, rather
than any danger posed by the plant. It belongs to the Marantaceae family and comes from tropical woodland areas
in south-eastern Brazil.

Leaf movement reveals both sides

Throughout the day, the prayer plant changes its leaf position. Depending on the viewing angle, this reveals more
pale upper surfaces or dark backs. This lively effect is particularly easy to observe when the plant stands freely
without constant contact with nearby objects. The offer states approximately 60-70 cm in overall height in a 17
cm pot. Indoors, it is grown mainly for its foliage. The yellowish flowers mentioned in botanical descriptions rarely
appear indoors and are not promised here.

Warm woodland light as a guide

A bright to partially shaded position with indirect light is suitable. Avoid hot full sun, cold draughts and large
temperature changes. Even warmth around 18-24 °C and higher humidity make cultivation easier. This makes the
plant more demanding than particularly drought-tolerant houseplants. Humid air does not make a dark corner
suitable. Especially during the heating season, it is worth checking temperature and humidity directly around the
leaves and carefully improving the position if needed.

Even moisture with room for air

Keep the compost slightly moist and allow only the surface to dry a little. Water slowly as needed so that the root
ball is evenly supplied, then remove excess water. A loose, humus-rich mixture helps combine moisture and air
around the roots. Usually give less water in winter without introducing a completely dry rest. Water the compost
rather than the leaves. Leaf surfaces remaining wet for a long time can encourage spots, particularly where there is
little air exchange.

Feed gently and support the clump

Feed sparingly during growth according to the product instructions and avoid salt build-up. Suitable low-salt
water supports consistent growing conditions for sensitive prayer plants. Repot carefully when roots have clearly
filled the pot; an unnecessarily large container stays wet too long. Large healthy clumps can be divided during
good growing conditions, with each division retaining enough roots of its own. Dust the narrow leaves carefully
without bending them during cleaning. Their wavy edges are part of the normal shape and should not be pulled flat.

Waves are normal; lasting damage is not

The natural waves along leaf edges differ from strong, lasting curling caused by water stress or unsuitable air
conditions. Yellow leaves can develop with either too little or too much water. Check the compost before taking
action. Inspect undersides for spider mites, mealybugs, scale insects or aphids. New healthy leaf tips provide a
useful sign after conditions improve. Old brown edges, however, remain damaged. Calm, regularly observed
growing conditions preserve the striking pattern most reliably.
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Pictures and detalls

Images and descriptions from this portrait. Decorative items are not included in the offer.

Original shop photograph: rattlesnake prayer plant. 177 cm pot -
60-70 cm. Natural variations are possible.
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Good to know

Why is it also called Calathea lancifolia?

That is a widespread trade name. The botanical specialist profile used lists it as Goeppertia insignis.

Are wavy leaf edges a care problem?

No, the waves belong to the species. Strong lasting curling or brown edges should be checked separately.

Isit as easy to care forasaZZ plant?

It needs more even moisture and higher humidity. The two plants suit different care conditions.

Why do some leaves look almost red?

Their position can reveal more of the purple to burgundy undersides. Leaf position changes throughout the day.

The matching offer

Plant in the shop
The linked shop is in German. Product details, availability and delivery information are provided in that shop.

Read the complete portrait in English

English portrait Shop offer (in
German)
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https://www.exotenherz.de/XXL-Schattenpflanze-mit-ausgefallenem-Blattmuster-Calathea-lancifolia-17cm-Topf-ca-60-70cm-hoch
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/goeppertia-insignis-care/
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/goeppertia-insignis-care/
https://www.exotenherz.de/XXL-Schattenpflanze-mit-ausgefallenem-Blattmuster-Calathea-lancifolia-17cm-Topf-ca-60-70cm-hoch

