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PLANTS TO READ ABOUT

Lemongrass: fresh scent from a tropical grass

Long leaves and aromatic leaf bases make Cymbopogon citratus a distinctive container plant. It grows strongly in

warm summer weather and needs a bright frost-free winter position.

AI-created scene based on the original shop image. Size reference: 12 cm pot · approximately 35-40 cm. Decoration not included; not a
product photograph to scale.

Grow with knowledge.

A collection for observation and reference. Detailed explanations to help you make care decisions suited to your

plant and its position.

Issue September 2026
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PLANT PORTRAIT

Cymbopogon citratus

Lemongrass: fresh scent from a tropical grass

Long leaves and aromatic leaf bases make Cymbopogon citratus a distinctive container plant. It grows strongly in

warm summer weather and needs a bright frost-free winter position.

AI-created scene based on the original shop image. Size reference: 12 cm pot · approximately 35-40 cm. Decoration not included; not a
product photograph to scale.

Botanical classification Cymbopogon citratus

Family Poaceae

Origin Tropical cultivated plant of Asian origin

Delivery size 12 cm pot · approximately 35-40 cm

Growth and special

feature

Clump-forming grass with long narrow leaves and thickened leaf bases
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Care at a glance
Observe, check and adapt care to the position and season. This table provides guidance for everyday practice.

Topic What to do Why it helps

Light Keep sunny and warm, gradually

acclimatising to direct sun.

Tropical grass needs plenty of energy for

strong growth.

Water Provide consistently during growth,

letting the surface dry slightly.

Large warm leaf surfaces use plenty of

water.

Drainage Ensure irrigation and rainwater can

drain reliably.

Persistent waterlogging damages roots.

Compost Use loose, nutrient-containing

container compost.

The clump needs space and an airy

moisture reserve.

Fertiliser Feed during active growth according

to a suitable label.

New shoots need an appropriate supply.

Harvest Harvest outer shoots carefully only

from strong plants.

Young clumps must first build reserves.

Winter Overwinter bright and frost-free,

watering considerably less.

Cymbopogon citratus is not winter-hardy

outdoors.

Handling Protect hands against sharp leaf edges

when cutting and dividing.

Grass leaves can cause small cuts.
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Knowledge that grows

A grass with aromatic leaf bases

Cymbopogon citratus belongs to the grass family. Closely layered leaf sheaths form the bases used as stems,

above which long narrow leaves grow. It is not bamboo and does not form woody, branching canes. Its lemony

aroma is valued in cooking. A well-developed clump can produce several strong side shoots. The young plant in

the offer, however, begins with few shoots and is not depicted as immediately ready for abundant harvesting.

The young plant needs more space later

The offer states a 12 cm pot and approximately 35-40 cm overall height. Narrow leaves already look light and airy

at this height. The scene shows a young plant with few leaves, not a mature dense grass clump. A larger suitable

container can make sense later for strong summer growth. Decorative pot and decoration are examples. Actual

leaf number and tips that may be shortened for transport can differ from the image.

Sun and warmth are the foundation

A sunny, warm outdoor position is favourable during the suitable season. Gradually acclimatise to direct sun after

delivery or winter quarters. A dark indoor room noticeably slows development. Outdoors, protect against cold wind

and bring in promptly before frost. Lemongrass is not a winter-hardy ornamental grass for German outdoor

planting. Plan winter brightness and frost-free temperatures together.

Provide regular drinks during growth

Check the surface and water once it dries slightly. A warm, strongly growing clump can use plenty of water. The

root ball should not repeatedly dry completely but must not stand in water either. Water thoroughly and remove

excess. Daily checking becomes particularly important in a small pot during summer heat. Much less is used in

winter; watering then follows condition, light and temperature.

Feed, pot on and harvest later

Loose, nutrient-containing container compost with good drainage suits it. During the growing period, move a

well-rooted specimen to an appropriately larger container. Feed during active growth according to a suitable label.

Only harvest individual outer shoots from a strong, well-established plant without weakening the entire clump. For

kitchen use, select and clean only reliably identified plant parts suitable according to product and treatment

guidance. A small young plant initially needs time to build up.

Consider leaf edges and winter rest

Narrow leaf edges can be sharp; protect hands when cutting and dividing. Carefully remove dead outer leaves.

Check for pests before bringing in, then continue inspecting the root ball and leaves in bright winter quarters. An

older strong clump can be divided during the growing period. Brown tips alone provide no clear diagnosis: consider

light, moisture, roots and temperature together. Fresh spring shoots show that the plant is becoming more active

again.
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Pictures and details
Images and descriptions from this portrait. Decorative items are not included in the offer.

Original shop image: lemongrass. 12 cm pot · approximately
35-40 cm. Natural variation is possible.
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Good to know

Can lemongrass overwinter in a border?
Cymbopogon citratus is tropical and needs a frost-free winter place here.

May I harvest the young plant heavily straight away?
It is better to let it establish strongly first. Later, take individual outer shoots and preserve the clump.

Does it need little water like thyme?
No. During warm growth, lemongrass needs considerably more regular water.

Why are the leaf tips cut?
Tips on delivered plants may be shortened for growing or transport reasons. Healthy new growth is what matters.

The matching offer
View plant in the shop

Link to the offer in German. Check the shop for the current price, availability and delivery contents.

Read the complete portrait in English

English portrait Shop offer (in
German)

https://www.exotenherz.de/Zitronengras-Cymbopogon-citratus-12cm-Topf
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/lemongrass-care/
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/lemongrass-care/
https://www.exotenherz.de/Zitronengras-Cymbopogon-citratus-12cm-Topf

