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PLANTS TO READ ABOUT

Pepper bonsai: fine foliage, alively trunk and an
Important naming question

A pepper bonsai combines small glossy leaflets with an expressive trunk. The gift set offers an already trained tree
with accessories. A very bright place and attentively watered roots matter; its trade name must not lead to false
confidence about winter hardiness.

Al-created scene based on the original shop image. Size reference: one bonsai with an approximately 28 cm wide bowl and 40-50 cm
overall height; accessories not pictured. Exact bowl dimensions differ within the shop listing. Decoration not included; not a to-scale
product photograph.

Grow with knowledge.

A collection for observation and reference. Detailed explanations to help you make care decisions suited to your
plant and its position.

Issue September 2026
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PLANT PORTRAIT

Zanthoxylum, bonsai offered as Z. piperitum

Pepper bonsai: fine foliage, a lively trunk and an important naming question

A pepper bonsai combines small glossy leaflets with an expressive trunk. The gift set offers an already trained tree
with accessories. A very bright place and attentively watered roots matter; its trade name must not lead to false
confidence about winter hardiness.

Al-created scene based on the original shop image. Size reference: one bonsai with an approximately 28 cm wide bowl and 40-50 cm
overall height; accessories not pictured. Exact bowl dimensions differ within the shop listing. Decoration not included; not a to-scale
product photograph.

Botanical classification Zanthoxylum, bonsai offered as Z. piperitum
Family Rutaceae
Origin Asian Zanthoxylum background; exact species of the tree offered as indoor

bonsai is not independently confirmed

Delivery size Approximately 28-30 cm bowl width - approximately 40-50 cm overall height
Growth and special Trained small woody plant with a curved trunk and finely pinnate aromatic
feature foliage
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Care at aglance

Observe, check and adapt care to the position and season. This table provides guidance for everyday practice.

What to do

Why it helps

Light

Water

Saucer

Winter

Feed

Pruning

Repotting

Inspection

Very bright; avoid cold draughts and
radiator proximity.

Water thoroughly after slight surface
drying.

Pour away excess.

Keep bright and frost-free pending
species clarification.

Dose only according to growth and
label.

Selectively shorten long new shoots,
retain foliage.

In spring according to root-ball
condition; preserve roots.

Regularly inspect wire, leaves and soil.
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Compact new growth needs daylight.

Small bowls hold little reserve.

Roots should not stand in water.

Trade name and sources describe
different winter cultivation.

Accessory quantity does not determine
actual need.

The trained crown still needs energy.

Several strong interventions together
weaken the tree.

Constrictions and care mistakes show
early.
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Knowledge that grows

A tree with many small views

Finely pinnate leaves reveal the curved trunk well. This combination of foliage and open gaps is precisely what
makes a pepper bonsai appealing. The offer describes an approximately twelve-to-fifteen-year-old tree with
around 40 to 50 cm overall height. According to the shop, the gift set includes a matching saucer, 250 ml bonsai
feed, bonsai scissors and a care brochure. Bowl width is given as approximately 28 to 30 cm; detailed dimensions
vary within the product page. Trunk form and bowl colour can differ.

Why we treat the botanical name cautiously

The shop calls the tree Zanthoxylum piperitum. The RHS describes the true botanical species as a deciduous hardy
shrub. In bonsai trade, however, plants requiring frost-free care are frequently offered as pepper bonsai; this
offer’s instructions also describe a bright warm indoor position. A photo cannot reliably resolve these differences.
This portrait therefore gives no general frost clearance. Until clearly identified, bright frost-free cultivation applies.
The plant is not black pepper and is explicitly treated here as an ornamental bonsai.

A bright position is part of its design

A bonsai does not live on its small shape alone. New leaves need plentiful daylight, preferably near suitable bright
glazing. A dark decorative table in the middle of a room may offer too little long term. After acclimatisation, a
sheltered outdoor place is possible in the warm season. Avoid sudden sun after prolonged indoor cultivation. In
winter pay particular attention to light and distance from radiators. For the offered indoor-bonsai form, a bright
frost-free place around 16 to 23 °C is a cautious guide pending species clarification.

Regularly read the shallow root ball

Check moisture in the root area frequently, even daily in warm windy weather. Water thoroughly again only once
the surface has dried slightly. Water must reach compost and drain through holes. It must not permanently remain
in the saucer. A rigid rule such as twice a week does not fit every bowl and season. A dried root ball may initially
take water poorly; then gently water in several passes and check penetration. Permanent weekly immersion
without first checking moisture is not compulsory.

Small care steps preserve character

Allow new shoots to build strength first, then selectively shorten to the desired shape. Leave sufficient healthy
foliage. Do not fully defoliate as a beginner's measure. Regularly check existing wire for constriction and remove
correctly when needed. Match feed to growth and label; included feed is no reason for a high dose. At spring
repotting assess the root ball and work only moderately on healthy roots. A structurally stable bonsai mix with
good drainage supports supply. Plan major styling work separately.

Observe leaf fall first, then act

Moving, lack of light, dry roots or wetness may cause leaf loss. Seasonal behaviour also depends on the actual
species. Do not infer the same diagnosis from every falling leaf. Check moisture, light, pest traces and changes over
several days. Do not immediately cut firm branches. Before relying on hardiness or choosing a garden place, clarify
tree identity. Fragrant leaves and the name Szechuan pepper also do not mean this ornamental offer should be
used as kitchen spice.
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Pictures and detalls

Images and descriptions from this portrait. Decorative items are not included in the offer.

Original shop image: Szechuan pepper bonsai. Approximately Original shop image: Szechuan pepper bonsai. Approximately
28-30 cm bowl width - approximately 40-50 cm overall height. 28-30 cm bowl width - approximately 40-50 cm overall height.
Natural variations are possible. Natural variations are possible.
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Good to know

Is this pepper bonsai reliably hardy?

No, that cannot be inferred from the trade name. True Z. piperitum and commercial forms described as indoor
bonsai are cultivated differently. Keep frost-free until identified.

Canleat its leaves or fruits?

The offer is treated here as ornamental bonsai. No permission to consume this exact plant is given.

Is the pictured bowl colour guaranteed?

No. The shop notes different bowl colours and individual tree shapes. Detailed bowl dimensions are also not

consistent on the product page.

Must | immerse the tree every week?

No. First check actual moisture. Thorough watering followed by drainage is a regular method.

The matching offer

View the gift set in the shop

Check the shop for the price, current availability and what is included.

Read the complete portrait in English

English portrait Shop offer
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https://www.exotenherz.de/Bonsai-Zanthoxylum-piperitum-approximately-12-15-years-old-30cm-pot-gift-set-with-fertilizer-and-scissors
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/pepper-bonsai-care/
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/pepper-bonsai-care/
https://www.exotenherz.de/Bonsai-Zanthoxylum-piperitum-approximately-12-15-years-old-30cm-pot-gift-set-with-fertilizer-and-scissors

