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PLANTS TO READ ABOUT

Ponytail palm: awater store with an elegant crown of
leaves

The strong trunk base explains its relaxed character. Plenty of light and dry intervals give Beaucarnea the
foundation to become a distinctive, long-lived companion.

Al-created scene based on the original shop photograph. Size reference: 12 cm pot - approximately 30-40 cm. Decoration is not
included; this is not a scale product photograph.

Grow with knowledge.

A collection for observation and reference. Detailed explanations to help you make care decisions suited to your
plant and its position.
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PLANT PORTRAIT

Beaucarnea recurvata

Ponytail palm: a water store with an elegant crown of leaves

The strong trunk base explains its relaxed character. Plenty of light and dry intervals give Beaucarnea the
foundation to become a distinctive, long-lived companion.

Al-created scene based on the original shop photograph. Size reference: 12 cm pot - approximately 30-40 cm. Decoration is not
included; this is not a scale product photograph.

Botanical classification Beaucarnea recurvata

Family Asparagaceae

Origin Mexico

Delivery size 12 cm pot - approximately 30-40 cm

Habit and special feature Swollen trunk base and narrow, overhanging leaves
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Care at aglance

Observe, check and adapt care to the position and season. This table provides guidance for everyday practice.

What to do Why it helps

Light Very bright; introduce direct sunshine Light enables strong, compact growth.
gradually.

Water Let the root ball dry noticeably The trunk base stores water.

between waterings.

Waterlogging Remove all leftover water. Persistent moisture endangers roots and
the trunk base.

Compost Use free-draining succulent compost. Roots need air again quickly.

Potting Move slightly larger only when needed Too much wet compost increases rot risk.
and do not plant deeper.

Feeding Feed sparingly during growth This slow-growing plant does not need
according to the label. excessive feeding.
Winter Keep frost-free and as bright as Little water is used when growth is limited.

possible; water much more sparingly.

Checks Regularly check trunk firmness and leaf Moisture problems and mealybugs are
bases. noticed early this way.
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Knowledge that grows

A tree with a built-inreserve

Beaucarnea recurvata looks palm-like with its crown of leaves, but is not a true palm. Its widened trunk base, which
can store water, is conspicuous. The long, narrow leaves curve downwards in loose arches. In a pot, this plant grows
relatively slowly and develops its own character over the years. A strong base is therefore not an invitation to
frequent watering, but a clue to the way of life of this species from drier regions of Mexico.

Plan realistically for the delivery size

The listing is in a 12 cm pot and reaches about 30-40 cm total height. It is a young plant for a bright table or low
chest of drawers. A large, old indoor tree looks different and needs years of development. Allow lateral room for
the leaf crown so tips do not continually brush a wall or walkway. A stable cachepot is practical but must not
become a water reservoir. The pictured furnishings provide a guide to size and styling.

Get to know sunshine gradually

A very bright position is crucial. Direct sunshine is used well after gentle acclimatisation; a specimen newly arriving
from darker conditions is not immediately put into hot midday sun. The darker and cooler the position, the more
slowly compost dries. A low-light place therefore cannot be rescued solely by watering less often. Turn the pot
occasionally if the crown points to one side. The plant remains frost-free.

Check the root ball before fetching the watering can

Let compost dry noticeably between waterings. Lift the pot and check below the surface too before watering
again. When needed, water the root ball and let it drain completely. Many small daily sips maintain unfavourable
moisture particularly around the trunk base. A soft trunk base together with wet compost is a serious warning; do
not reflexively keep watering. In winter, the interval may become very long, depending on warmth and light.

An airy root zone protects the trunk base

Use free-draining succulent compost and a pot with open drainage holes. Do not bury the swollen trunk base
deeper than before. Repotting is useful only when space is clearly short; a far too large container stays wet
unnecessarily long after watering. During visible growth, restrained feeding according to the product instructions is
enough. With fresh, pre-fertilised compost, pause accordingly. Somewhat slow growth is normal for this species.

Care for leaves without destroying the shape

Dust can be removed carefully with a soft cloth. Gently release completely dried foliage; do not cut healthy leaves
to create an artificially straight outline. Brown tips may develop from drought stress, dry warm air or salt buildup.
Also check tight leaf bases for mealybugs. Cutting the trunk changes the plant greatly and is not routine care. A
suitable position and patience are usually more valuable for an attractive specimen than frequent interventions.
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Pictures and detalls

Images and descriptions from this portrait. Decorative items are not included in the offer.

Original shop photograph: ponytail palm. 12 cm pot -
approximately 30-40 cm. Natural variation is possible.
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Good to know

Is the ponytail palm a palm?

No. Beaucarnea belongs to the asparagus family and develops a water-storing trunk base.

How often must | water it?

Only after noticeable drying. Pot weight, compost, light and temperature are more reliable than a weekly schedule.

Can the thick base disappear into compost?

No. Keep the previous planting depth when repotting. Moisture around a buried trunk base is unfavourable.

Why is the trunk soft?

Together with wet compost, this may indicate rot. Stop watering and check roots and position.

The matching offer

Plant in the shop

The linked shop is in German. Product details, availability and delivery information are provided in that shop.

Read the complete portrait in English

English portrait Shop offer (in
German)
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https://www.exotenherz.de/Kleiner-Elefantenfuss-Beaucarnea-recurvata-Nolina-Zimmerpflanze-12cm-Topf-verschiedene-Wuchsformen
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/ponytail-palm-care/
https://pflanzenwelt.exotenherz.de/en/magazin/ponytail-palm-care/
https://www.exotenherz.de/Kleiner-Elefantenfuss-Beaucarnea-recurvata-Nolina-Zimmerpflanze-12cm-Topf-verschiedene-Wuchsformen

